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Welcome back to another amazing school year. The Family Support & Resource Center is designed to offer support to families of children that receive Special Education Services in Talbot County. We offer parent/caregiver workshops, presentations, access to our Lending Library where we have multiple books appropriate for children, staff and parents, IEP support, Free IEP Binders with organizing tabs and don’t forget about our family fun activities! We also have Port Discovery Passes that families can borrow. As always, feel free to reach out with any questions or if you are interested in utilizing any of our Resources.  

~ Stacey Behrens at sbehrens@talbotschools.org or 410-822-0330, ext. 197

Special Education Citizens Advisory Committee (SECAC) 

Members, TCPS families & community partners are always welcome and encouraged to attend our quarterly SECAC meetings.  This is an opportunity to become a part of a committee that shapes the activities and events available to children with special needs.  We plan fun social events, excellent seminars, webinars, training events and help determine how local SECAC funds are used. 

2024/2025 SECAC Meeting Dates: 


September 10, 2024
December 3, 2024
February 4, 2025
April 8, 2025


Meetings will be held in-person at the Board of Education and virtually on Zoom. If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Stacey Behrens at sbehrens@talbotschools.org or 410-822-0330, ext. 197. 

Topic: SECAC Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting
https://talbotschools.zoom.us/j/81644315283?pwd=32M5ir4hA2PVq4m6ZKvgNMbYr6tmxW.1

Feel free to reach out with any questions! 

Important Upcoming Dates to Remember:

Tuesday, September 10th – SECAC Meeting
Monday, September 16th - Understanding Special Education (for Spanish speaking families)
Tuesday, October 8th - IEP Basics
Tuesday, November 12th – Tri-County Community Partnership Resource Fair
Tuesday, December 3rd – DORS Presentation



 If you have any ideas for workshops or events, please click on the link below to fill out our 2024/2025 TCPS Parent Interest Survey! 

https://forms.gle/wMEjBDonjgWynUYRA



FUN FREE ACTIVITIES
Free Port Discovery Passes! 

[image: Port Discovery Children's Museum - Clarendon Moms]We have Free Passes to visit Port Discovery Children’s Museum in Baltimore, MD.  These passes are available to residents of Talbot County.  Each laminated pass admits four people for free. This is a great experience and a wonderful way to spend time with family. Please email Stacey Behrens at sbehrens@talbotschools.org or call 410-822-0330, ext. 197 to reserve passes. The passes may be returned to the Talbot County Education Center (TCEC) within 3 days of your visit to Port Discovery, to make them available for other families. Make sure to call Port Discovery Museum and reserve a spot prior to your visit!



TCPS LENDING LIBRARY 
 
Feel free to call, email or arrange a visit to check out any books that you may be interested in reading. There will be a check out form as well as a two-week limit for all books. You may also click on the blue link below to view and request books. There are some great books that are appropriate for children of all ages, teaching staff and parents. Please take advantage of this great opportunity! Listed below are a few of our most popular book titles. Feel free to email with any book ideas that you would love to have access to in our Lending Library!


Raising a Sensory Smart Child ~ The definitive handbook for helping your child with Sensory Processing Issues 

Autism With Heart ~ A Guide for Parents with Newly Diagnosed Kids

The Seven Silly Eaters ~ A funny picture book about solving a growing family's picky-eater problem

https://forms.gle/YT1FrpP7JSLQMfaTA

EASING TRANSITION: TIPS FOR PARENTS OF STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
[image: Because I'm Happy! How Happy Children and Teens Perform Better At School |  BiteScience]Changes to the learning environment such as a new school year, new teacher or maybe even a new school can lead to stress and anxiety for students, especially those with special needs. Here are some tips to help ease the transition.

 TIPS TO EASE TRANSITION

1. Visit the school site with your child. Point out bathrooms, the cafeteria, office, playground, etc. Older students may benefit from printed maps with time schedules. Talk to your child about exciting new classes, activities and events he or she can participate in.
2. Help your child reconnect with schoolmates. Ask if your child’s school has a buddy system or if students in school leadership are available to help as mentors or guides.
3. Review Individual Education Program (IEP) goals. Ensure the goals are still relevant and note the date of the annual IEP meeting. Remember, you can request an IEP review anytime. And be sure to discuss assessment accommodations for your child.
4. Connect with the teacher. Write a brief introduction about your child (including a photo) with his or her likes and dislikes, social/emotional set-offs, motivators, methods of communication, pertinent medical information and any other important information. The more proactive and honest you are, the better teachers and school staff will be able to meet your child’s needs.
5. Keep paperwork organized. Create a family calendar of school events, special education meetings, conferences, etc. Remember that we have binders available with tabs to help families keep documents handy and organized.
6. Continue learning. Stay up-to-date on special education news and legislation, so you can advocate for your child, and all children.
7. Create a communication log. This will help ensure that you and the school staff are on the same page. Be sure to note the dates, times and nature of the communications you have.
8. Attend school events when possible. School events such as back-to-school night and parent-teacher conferences offer a great opportunity to meet staff and other students and families.

https://capta.org/focus-areas/education/special-needs/tips-for-parents-of-students-with-special-needs/

Website Resources: 


Parent’s Place - https://www.ppmd.org/resources/

Kinera Foundation - https://www.kinera.org/

Pathfinders for Autism - https://pathfindersforautism.org/

Down Syndrome Association of MD –
http://www.dsamd.org/

Understood.com - 
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/how-to-make-a-sensory-travel-kit-for-your-child

Resource Finder ~ Kennedy Krieger - https://www.kennedykrieger.org/community/initiatives/resource-finder

The Arc - https://www.thearcccr.org/

DDA - https://talbothealth.org/developmental-disabilities-program-resource-coordination-dda/

Special Olympics of Maryland – https://www.somd.org/

Talbot County Food Pantries -
https://talbotcovid19.org/food-resources/
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New Parent Information Series from the MSDE


Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) is proud to produce a new Parent Education Series focusing on Special Education. The four-part series focuses on Special Education Process, Parental Rights, Understanding the IEP, and Secondary Transition. An additional guide on the Alternate Education Framework was recently added and there are plans for further topics.

These are great resources with a lot of information for families. To explore all the publications, click here.

 If you need these guides translated to another language, just use the drop-down menu in the upper right corner titled Translate. Be sure to bookmark for future reference!

The Talbot County Public Schools neither endorses nor sponsors the organization(s) or activity(ies) contained herein. The views contained herein are those of the author and are not necessarily shared by Talbot County Public Schools. The availability of this material is provided as a community service.

Feel free to reach out with any questions throughout the school year!
Stacey Behrens at sbehrens@talbotschools.org
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